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A study on career development support for midwives:
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Abstract

The present study aimed to clarify the career path of midwives, degrees of career satisfaction, and
hopes of midwives for the future of organizations such as alumni associations, universities and medical
centers, and to provide specific support to the members of a midwifery alumni association. We postal-
mailed an anonymous self-reporting questionnaire to members and effective responses were received
from 45 (40.9%) alumni. The findings showed that 24 (53.3%) alumni were satisfied with their careers
for the following four reasons given in free descriptions: "a sense of fulfilment and advancement from
quality learning and experiences’, "specialized work", "realization of an imagined career", and "realiza-
tion of work-life balance. The respondents hoped that the alumni association would, "present effective
lectures and workshops", "strengthen connections among alumni”’, and "continue and develop alumni ac-
tivities". These findings suggest that the midwifery alumni association that comprises professionals
who play active roles in various locations should assume a mediating role between clinical practice and

further education to support midwives in developing their careers.

Key Words: career development, career support, midwives, alumni assoclation, questionnaire






