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WHAT WE CAN DO FOR DISASTER PREVENTION
LEARNING FROM PLAIN JAPANESE
Al BTN K % AE Bt CS: Presentation
Yusuke Takahashi and 2Reginald B. Salonga

1School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Department of
Psychological Education

2Institute for Advanced Education and Research

Hello everyone. My name is Yusuke Takahashi. Today I would like to
talk about what we can do for disaster prevention learning from plain
Japanese. “Plain” means easy to understand. I learned the concept of this
word in my Psychoeducation course, and for this reason I want to learn
more. The objective of my presentation is to spread the importance of
plain Japanese. My presentation connects to SDGs No. 3 “Good health
and well-being”, No. 4 “Quality education” and No. 11 “Sustainable cities
and communities”. I will talk about three points. First, the Hanshin-
Awaji Earthquake and the need of plain Japanese. Second, current
situation in Japan. Finally, what can we do?

First, the Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake and the need of plain Japanese.
Can you imagine what event that led to the spread of plain Japanese? It
1s “the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake” which happened in January
17th, 1995. The slide shows the death toll and injuries after the
earthquake. It was reported that the death toll of foreign residents per
100 population was 1.8 times higher than that of Japanese, and the
number of injured was 2.4 times higher.

One of the reasons is that communication problems were revealed in
confusing circumstances and the emergency response was not sufficient.
Disaster information that changes every few hours after a disaster and
is difficult to translate or communicate in multiple languages can be mis-
translated. Because of this disaster, the use of plain Japanese was first
suggested by Prof. Kazuyuki Sato ({£#F1.2) of Hirosaki University (54
Ai K%). His research includes °& LW HAGE / AAE AN 1 #I5E /1 KEE
W/ BARZE | HAFEZTE /Plain Japanese /| #EFE [ Bh K.

Second, the current situation in Japan. Currently, there are about
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2.87 million foreign residents in Japan. Also, in December 2019, 281
thousand foreign residents live in Aichi and in June 2020, a decrease of
4,871 residents was observed. Along with this, the number of children
with foreign parents attending ordinary schools in Japan is increasing.
However, not all of these children can speak Japanese perfectly. As a
result, there is this problem that they cannot understand what the
teacher says. This situation doesn’t meet SDG No.4 “QUALITY
EDUCATION”. Now, I'll talk about why Japanese is the only language
ranked as the highest difficulty in the "Foreign Language Learning
Difficulty Ranking". It has five reasons. First, Kanji has both phonetic
and Japanese readings. Second, too many required vocabularies. Third,
the description is abbreviated, and the description is ambiguous. Forth,
there are a lot of onomatopoeia. Finally, it has many dialects. Therefore,
it is recommended that teachers learn plain Japanese.

Finally, what can we do? I will talk about three solutions. First, I
thought that my experience could be applied to Japanese people to learn
plain Japanese. Therefore, I propose one project to my teacher in the “J%
5" class at NCU based on my experience. It is a Karuta of Hyakunin-
issyu style. Please imagine Hyakunin-issyu. It is divided into reading
cards and cards to be picked up, and letters are written on each card.
Applying this, write ordinary Japanese on the reading cards and plain
Japanese on the cards to be picked up. Question! Do you know which is
the reading card? The answer is right card which is to be picked up and
the left one is the reading card.

I would like to explain the specific flow of planning. First, explain
the concept and necessity of plain Japanese. Second, make participants
remember the combination of ordinary Japanese and plain Japanese
written in the karuta. Third, the game master will read ordinary
Japanese karuta and players have to pick up the matching plain
Japanese karuta. Forth, the participants make their own original karuta.
Finally, make participants try karuta again with original karuta.

Second, it is a site where news is written in plain Japanese by NHK.
On this site, there is a phonetic type of Kanji, and it is very easy to read.

Finally, the Nagoya International Center website; this site contains

information in various languages such as Japanese, English, Chinese and
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Korean that are helpful in the event of a disaster.

In conclusion, first, the Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake and the need of
plain Japanese. In this part, I talked about Communication problems
could lead to Great damage and disaster information is difficult to
translate without mistakes. Second, current situation in Japan. In this
part, I talked about foreign residents living in Japan and why learning
Japanese is difficult. Finally, what can we do? In this part, I talked about
Karuta event and websites which are using plain Japanese.

In fact, if my project were to take place, the participants could learn
about plain Japanese. This also leads to the achievement of SDG No.3
“Good health and well-being”, No. 4 “Quality education” and No. 11
“Sustainable cities and communities.”

Lastly, I would like to share my experience and message to you. I
participated in an English camp hosted by the Aichi Prefectural Board of
Education. In this program, I enjoyed talking in English while moving
my body in daily classes such as music and PE. Before attending this
event, I was not good at English, but through all my activities, I was able
to get rid of it and communicate well in English. This experience taught
me that when I study other languages, I don't just study at my desk, it's
a shortcut to learn practical use of the language. In addition, I have been
taking classes related to SDGs at NCU, namely 5 E, ESD AP, CS:
Presentation, AE: Raise Health/Environmental Awareness and 3k i #
% I3 . Let us continue supporting and promoting the SDGs!!!

Thank you for listening!
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WHAT WE CAN DO
FOR DISASTER PREVENTION
LEARNING FROM PLAIN JAPANES

Objective

The objective of my presentation
is to spread the importance of
plain Japanese.

Contents

I. The Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake and
the need of plain Japanese

Il. Current situation in Japan

Ill. What can we do?

43

What does plain mean?

Easy to understand

CTTO: UNITED NATIONS, 2015

|. The Hanshin-
Awaji Earthquake and the
need of plain Japanese




Great Hanshin-Awaji
Earthquake which happened
in January 17", 1995

CII0: Ameha 1998

The need of plain Japanese
mdisaster information that
changes every few hours
after a disaster f

mdifficult to translate or g
communicate in multiple
languages can be mis-
translated

CTTO: fBSRBAFETE, n.d

ll. Current situation in Japan

44

Death toll and Injuries:
Comparison between Japanese
and foreign residents (per 100

of population).

(Japanese people is 1)

% -

; %

Plain Japanese e |;;| -

m Prof. Kazuyuki Sato # tL

(£ FN2) of Hirosaki ‘:"a B

University (BABTAZF) 2 &

n ELVEARE /SR P

A [t [ EBR b
BAGE | HAEHE / £y
Plain Japanese / S} b 2

E0lVpY " =

In 2020, there are about 2.87 million foreign
residents in Japan. Along with this, the
number of children with foreign parents
attending ordinary schools in Japan is
increasing.

-

CTTO: A, 2016 CTTO: MINDAN , n.d




In December 2019,

281 thousand Lo

Ifore'ign.res.idents n L i ﬂ

live in Aichi | Iilii Ji“mimﬂ il
..ll I “i .‘1"" ....... P II “;.‘.1

e TN

There is a problem that they cannot
understand what the teacher says.

¥

4 QUALITY
EDUCATION

]

CTTO: UNITED NATIONS, 2015

[ll. What can we do?
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In June 2020,
about 276
thousand
Foreign residents
live in Aichi

Source: AN, n.d lﬂ ﬂ ﬂﬂ ﬂ ﬂ

Hindr ElES

1. HKanji has both phonetic and Japanese
readings

4. There are a lot of onomatbpoeia.
5. It has many dialects

It is divided into reading e
cards and cards to be
picked up, and letters
are written on each
cards.

1. Karuta

CTT0: EASEE , nd




Write ordinary =
Japanese on - — \
the reading = !\L, W
cards and E ;JLL‘E &-
plain E‘—_ H :

Japanese on
the cards to
be picked up.

MrEAA
e

card to
be

picked
up

EToD it
1. BMOPLCVSEE

2. NHK

RRFEC e, F-TLaTaEci-t, Ruslsasclssl

L LT ] G e RN Btk
£3. k b“-!ﬂ”‘-;i*.- TAED, EEUEOEANANTEDLTRIRIELNS
Source: NHKY>
ZLL\BARE
TBVE
Z21—X nd

o = & .e 5 2
TF. A=Tefiakz, BRAEE-THAHLT I3, BRT

(RT3 1h ‘I'Vr;!f’ SETEE, PHER TR EFB0ET.

I. The Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake and -

the need of plain Japanese

 Communication problems lead to
Great damage

* Disaster information is difficult to

translate without mistakes.

46

Finally, make participants try
karuta again with original
karuta.

3. Nagoya International Center
QESmET S NC

BT o emergescy inormmation ¢ the momans

Source: ZHRET>H—NIC, nd

Il. Current situation in Japan
* Foreign residents live in Japan
* Why learning Japanese is difficult

[ll. What can we do?
e Karuta event
* Websites which are using plain

Japanese
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ENGLISH CAMP
in Aichi

| participated
in an English
camp hosted
by the Aichi

Prefectural
Board of
Education ENGLISH CAMP

My classes related to SDGs at NCU

n EEES
mESDAF]
mCS: Presentation

mAE: Raise Health/Environmental
Awareness

n iiEGEES R F

MINDAN, (n.d.). (2018) ligvo.ph

United (nd). W, y icon_10_en 2.png

Statistiosof Japan, (n..). Forelgn Residents n Japan. f11ps://stats apan con/ /(11639

Ameba. (2018 Februaly,22) 5 LA SIEE A ERT 5. htm

£ T EER > 8 —NIC,n.d. hiips://nic-n2goya.orJp/evacuation/

Western
. htips:

rtment, (2016,Nobember 22). /N##k(photogragh) /VFEREE (3) ElRL SEFMWAGES FH
0/291036/

EHAEE, n.d A @A/ (photograph). Yamada Mall. hitps://ymall Jp/store/quickspeed, 2bbif000x/

(nd). jel/buturyu_kyusulntm)

NHK, (n.d). NHK® & LB A THU == a— R,
hitos://www3.nhk.orin/news/easy/article/disaster_earthauake_OLhtml

BLRIAFEA (2016). [t LW\BAE] BOMEA \ETIARAF AL FEH R SEFHRE.
hitps://wwew. 2020games. metro.tokyo.lg jo/ mulilingual/ counci/pd/meeting._05/reference23.pdf




Thank you for listening!
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