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WWHAT WE CAN DO FOR DISASTER PREVENTION   
LEARNING FROM PLAIN JAPANESE 

CS: Presentation 
1Yusuke Takahashi and 2Reginald B. Salonga 

 
1School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Department of 

Psychological Education 
2Institute for Advanced Education and Research 
 
Hello everyone. My name is Yusuke Takahashi. Today I would like to 

talk about what we can do for disaster prevention learning from plain 
Japanese. “Plain” means easy to understand. I learned the concept of this 
word in my Psychoeducation course, and for this reason I want to learn 
more. The objective of my presentation is to spread the importance of 
plain Japanese. My presentation connects to SDGs No. 3 “Good health 
and well-being”, No. 4 “Quality education” and No. 11 “Sustainable cities 
and communities”. I will talk about three points. First, the Hanshin-
Awaji Earthquake and the need of plain Japanese. Second, current 
situation in Japan. Finally, what can we do? 

First, the Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake and the need of plain Japanese. 
Can you imagine what event that led to the spread of plain Japanese? It 
is “the Great Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake” which happened in January 
17th, 1995. The slide shows the death toll and injuries after the 
earthquake. It was reported that the death toll of foreign residents per 
100 population was 1.8 times higher than that of Japanese, and the 
number of injured was 2.4 times higher. 

One of the reasons is that communication problems were revealed in 
confusing circumstances and the emergency response was not sufficient. 
Disaster information that changes every few hours after a disaster and 
is difficult to translate or communicate in multiple languages can be mis-
translated. Because of this disaster, the use of plain Japanese was first 
suggested by Prof. Kazuyuki Sato ( ) of Hirosaki University (

). His research includes  /  /  / 
 /  /  / Plain Japanese /  / .   

Second, the current situation in Japan. Currently, there are about 
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2.87 million foreign residents in Japan. Also, in December 2019, 281 
thousand foreign residents live in Aichi and in June 2020, a decrease of 
4,871 residents was observed. Along with this, the number of children 
with foreign parents attending ordinary schools in Japan is increasing. 
However, not all of these children can speak Japanese perfectly. As a 
result, there is this problem that they cannot understand what the 
teacher says. This situation doesn’t meet SDG No.4 “QUALITY 
EDUCATION”. Now, I’ll talk about why Japanese is the only language 
ranked as the highest difficulty in the "Foreign Language Learning 
Difficulty Ranking". It has five reasons. First, Kanji has both phonetic 
and Japanese readings. Second, too many required vocabularies. Third, 
the description is abbreviated, and the description is ambiguous. Forth, 
there are a lot of onomatopoeia. Finally, it has many dialects. Therefore, 
it is recommended that teachers learn plain Japanese. 

Finally, what can we do? I will talk about three solutions. First, I 
thought that my experience could be applied to Japanese people to learn 
plain Japanese. Therefore, I propose one project to my teacher in the

class at NCU based on my experience. It is a Karuta of Hyakunin-
issyu style. Please imagine Hyakunin-issyu. It is divided into reading 
cards and cards to be picked up, and letters are written on each card. 
Applying this, write ordinary Japanese on the reading cards and plain 
Japanese on the cards to be picked up. Question! Do you know which is 
the reading card? The answer is right card which is to be picked up and 
the left one is the reading card. 

I would like to explain the specific flow of planning. First, explain 
the concept and necessity of plain Japanese. Second, make participants 
remember the combination of ordinary Japanese and plain Japanese 
written in the karuta. Third, the game master will read ordinary 
Japanese karuta and players have to pick up the matching plain 
Japanese karuta. Forth, the participants make their own original karuta. 
Finally, make participants try karuta again with original karuta. 

Second, it is a site where news is written in plain Japanese by NHK. 
On this site, there is a phonetic type of Kanji, and it is very easy to read. 

Finally, the Nagoya International Center website; this site contains 
information in various languages such as Japanese, English, Chinese and 
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Korean that are helpful in the event of a disaster. 
In conclusion, first, the Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake and the need of 

plain Japanese. In this part, I talked about Communication problems 
could lead to Great damage and disaster information is difficult to 
translate without mistakes. Second, current situation in Japan. In this 
part, I talked about foreign residents living in Japan and why learning 
Japanese is difficult. Finally, what can we do? In this part, I talked about 
Karuta event and websites which are using plain Japanese. 

In fact, if my project were to take place, the participants could learn 
about plain Japanese. This also leads to the achievement of SDG No.3 
“Good health and well-being”, No. 4 “Quality education” and No. 11 
“Sustainable cities and communities.”  

Lastly, I would like to share my experience and message to you. I 
participated in an English camp hosted by the Aichi Prefectural Board of 
Education. In this program, I enjoyed talking in English while moving 
my body in daily classes such as music and PE. Before attending this 
event, I was not good at English, but through all my activities, I was able 
to get rid of it and communicate well in English. This experience taught 
me that when I study other languages, I don't just study at my desk, it's 
a shortcut to learn practical use of the language. In addition, I have been 
taking classes related to SDGs at NCU, namely , ESD , CS: 
Presentation, AE: Raise Health/Environmental Awareness and

. Let us continue supporting and promoting the SDGs!!! 
Thank you for listening! 
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Yusuke Takahashi
School  of Humanities and Social Sciences-Department of Psychological Education

Mr. Reginald B. Salonga
Institute for Advanced Education and Research

Easy to understand

What does plain mean?

Objective

 The objective of my presentation 
is to spread the importance of 
plain Japanese.

My presentation connects 
to SDGs No. 3, 4 and 11

CTTO:

Contents
I. The Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake and 
the need of plain Japanese
II. Current situation in Japan
III. What can we do?

I. The Hanshin-
Awaji Earthquake and the 
need of plain Japanese
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CTTO: Ameba, 1995

Death toll and Injuries: 
Comparison between Japanese 
and foreign residents (per 100 
of population).

1.8x
(Death toll)

2.4x
(Injuries)

(Japanese people is 1)

The need of plain Japanese
■disaster information that

changes every few hours
after a disaster

■difficult to translate or
communicate in multiple
languages can be mis-
translated

CTTO: , n.d

Plain Japanese

■ Prof. Kazuyuki Sato
( ) of Hirosaki
University ( )
■ / 

/ / /
/ /

Plain Japanese / 
/ 

II. Current situation in Japan

In 2020, there are about 22.87 million foreign 
residents in Japan. Along with this, the 
number of cchildren with fooreign parents
attending ordinary schools in Japan is 
increasing.

CTTO: , 2016 CTTO: MINDAN , n.d
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Foreign residents in Aichi
In December 2019, 
2281 thousand
Foreign residents 
live in Aichi

Source: , n.d

Foreign residents in Aichi
In June 2020, 
about 2276
thousand
Foreign residents 
live in Aichi

Source: , n.d

There is a problem that they cannot 
understand what the teacher says.

  This situation doesn t meet SDGs 
No.4 QUALITY EDUCATION .

CTTO:

  

1  Kanji has both phonetic and Japanese 
readings
2 Too many required vocabulary
3 The description is abbreviated and 
ambiguous.

4 There are a lot of onomatopoeia.

5 It has many dialects

Why Japanese is the only language ranked as the 
highest difficulty in the "Foreign Language Learning 
Difficulty Ranking"

III. What can we do?

It is divided into reading 
cards and cards to be 
picked up, and letters 
are written on each 
cards.

cards to 
be 

picked 
up

reading 
cards

CTTO: , n.d

1. Karuta
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Write ordinary 
Japanese on 
the reading 
cards and 
plain 
Japanese on 
the cards to 
be picked up. card to 

be 
picked 

up

reading 
card

First, explain the concept and 
necessity of plain Japanese.

participants remember the combination of 
ordinary Japanese and plain Japanese written in that Karuta. 
Third, the game master will read 
ordinary Japanese karuta and players 
have to pick up the matching plain 
Japanese karuta. 

Forth,  the participants make their 
own original karuta.

Finally, make participants try 
karuta again with original 
karuta.

2. NHK

Source: NHK

n.d

3. Nagoya International Center

Source: NIC, n.d

Conclusion
I. The Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake and
the need of plain Japanese
• Communication problems lead to

Great damage
• Disaster information is difficult to

translate without mistakes.

II. Current situation in Japan
• Foreign residents live in Japan
• Why  learning Japanese is difficult

III. What can we do?
• Karuta event
• Websites which are using plain

Japanese
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Message from me to you

I participated 
in an English 
camp hosted 
by the Aichi 
Prefectural 
Board of 
Education.

I enjoyed talking in English 
while moving my body in daily 
classes such as music and 
PE.

Camp’s schedule

My classes related to SDGs at NCU 

■
■ESD
■CS: Presentation
■AE: Raise Health/Environmental

Awareness
■

Let’s continue supporting and 
promoting the SDGs !!!

CTTO:

References
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Thank you for listening!
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•
https://news.yahoo.co.jp/articles/cad42fa50ce2e869db83820a9
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•
• http://www.imart.co.jp/jisindou-nagoya-toukai.html
• https://miraimedia.asahi.com/sdgs-
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